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spawns its way through many a Communist country. But 
what is true, as far as the Western eye can see, for all 
Communist countries, was as true practically for all civiliza- 
tion a couple of hundred years ago. Yet freedom and tolera- 
tion inwardly fought their way through. It is a faith to 
hold, that freedom and toleration will inwardly fight their 
way through in countries in which they. do not now exist. 
In short it is better to leave the virtues to themselves in 
countries in which they appear to be denied than to bring 
the horror of exterior force to their supposed aid and 
The compromises of the statesmen at Geneva, as far as 
can be seen at present, are morally justifiable. No one 
supposes that power politics are at an end. They will be 
used again and again, no doubt, for nationalistic and ideo- 
logical ends. But they do not make the whole picture, and 
current comment is wrong in supposing that they do. 


POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND 
RELIGIOUS FAITH 


By H. J. McLachlan 


of essays rarely makes a good book, but this is an exception. 


_ The aptness of the title only becomes evident on the reading 


The modern “ scientific 
of a lack of realism which invalidates 
True, the social and psychological sci 
great deal about man and his community. 

and illusions that are 


_ . In an interesting study of “The Foreign Policy of 
American Conservatism and Liberalism,” which throws much 
light on the contemporary scene, our author pleads for a con- 
servative and pragmatic attitude in matters of State policy, 
an attitude that recognizes “that the nations are governed 
by power factors,” over against the liberal and more abstract 


approach. Political objectives should, on the whole, be limited. 


Politics is the art of the possible, and history and experience 
suggest that no good can come of social engineering on the 


grand scale. 

Secular liberalism, marxism, and the “ scientific ” culture 
of our day are thus the targets at which Dr. Niebuhr shoots. 
But it would be a mistake to conclude from this that his 
arguments are those of a conservative reactionary. On the 
contrary, they are carefully balanced, though undoubtedly 
influenced, as all arguments must be, by particular precon- 
ceptions. 


“ scientific ” or impartial conclusion on any event 
in history. What he calls “the ideological taint” lies upon 


all social j He would probably be the first to admit 
that this applies to his own writings. Would he also admit, 
one may ask, that it applies to his theological judgments? 
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concerned. In an essay on “Ideology and the Scientific 

EINHOLD NIEBUHR has written an important book 

IR aud Politica! Problems Faber and Faber, Liberal te. 

12s. 6d., which Unitarians would do well to read. A collection Incoherence, and Christian Faith,” are not always themscives 

Dr. Niebuhr established his claim to serious attention, © Ogerm emphases upon the dignity of man,” he 

sernec fal politica thica «theological 

| 
vance of the Christian faith to the contemporary world. : , 

The author's political phiosoplry is rooted im theology, 
and one must be grateful to any thinker, these days, who can SE at now econ see 
| show as Dr. Niebuhr does that theology, though not perhaps the inner contradictions of human existence re- 
nt sults in a form of Christianity 
caving power. Since the note of redemption 

My guilty, we are told, true Christianity, the Christian answer to the human 
of itsconclusions dicament lies in the affirmation of a divine mercy and 
+H giveness, revealed in Christ. This is a matter of some 
have taught us a 
taf a true understand- generally at the present time. What exactly is the ~ good 
2 ing of man and to a happy issue out of all his afflictions. In "WS" that we preach? 
}? beckon individual and society into a morass of disillusionment Niebuhr is critical of both rationalist (Thomist asd 
‘3 and suffering. Once the fundamental egocentricity of man is liberal Protestant) and existentialist (Kierkegaardian nd 
; ignored or discounted, once his lust for power, bis ambition, = Barthian) formulations of the Christian faith. His own positios 
# and the corruption of his judgments in human affairs and _—i, that of a non-miraculous biblical realism. This may ‘cach 
a: conflicts is overlooked or explained away (as due, for example, liberals much and help to shake them out of their presat 
i to particular causes and not to fundamental and universal = theological complacency. But Niebuhr has something © 
: characteristics), all kinds of miscalculation are possibiec. learn from the liberals as well. His Christian apologetic be- 
trays a certain narrowness of outlook, duc, no doubt, 
::. fi One such miscalculation is contained im the proposal to of hisaund has not been able to free him. Though he jett: 

found a World Government, a proposal which Nicbuhr sug- mearly all the lengendary furniture of the Bible, 

is adequate to meet all the facts of religion, 

Another form of modem utopianism is Communism are to dhoroughly cmpancal welt accoms 

with its doctrimaire imsistence that the socialization of property SS ons, other historical experiences, beads 

emancipaics man and causes economic to evaporate, ‘hose of Christianity. 

in fact it merely. gives oligarchy When all is said, however, we are in he 

of both « , too, is det, for the book is consistently 

to and ited from dogmatism One puts down with 

degree of empiricism is a basic requirement for that one has been ip the company of an able, 

health. attractive Christian thinker. 
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most unknown yet definitely needed to meet the requirements 
of the mid-nineteenth century and later. The new enterprise 
| and the voices of those who thought it ought never 
to have been born were subdued for a while. But the cir- 
cumstances in which the work was carried on were sordid 
indeed: the students scattered in lodgings, with no settled 
centre for tuition until after three years a few wretched 
rooms were rented at the top of an old warehouse, to be fol- 
- Jowed by somewhat better accommodation in the Memorial 
Hall where classes were held for 40 years. Yet the essentials 
of a course of training in divinity were given, while in the 
first decade an average of over 1,000 services a year were 
taken by the eight or ten students of the Board. 


* 


Standards of life among the working classes, however, 
were constantly rising. New conditions required of the 
ministry a higher standard of entrance and a more adequate 
system of theological education. Again, the Board was quick 
to read the signs of the times. Yet the determination to pro- 


Inquirer.” But the Principals who succeeded Dr. Beard were 
able to build on the foundations he had so truly laid, and 
under William Gaskell, Edwin Odgers and Alexander Gordon 
p7ogress was steady. At last, in 1889, the Board adopted the 
title it had so richly earned and became a College. The most 


and after a remarkable campaign to raise money, funds were 
provided for the purchase of a residential building. The 


the work of the 
Would that it had 
Centenary under 
ahead. But I will repeat 
which this College 

to accept a drastic reduc- 
centre for the 
Churches, will 

receive the most 


Turner in 1754, and a chart showing the relationship of the 
fifteen present Trustees of the Chapel, all, to the Rev. William 
Evershed and some, to the Rev. William Turner. Some of the 
present members of the congregation are direct descendants 
of the Rev. William Evershed, others bear the name of Ever. 
shed, and appear in an indirect line upon the family tree. 
Some are related to both ministers. Distingui 
of the family have arisen, including Sir Raymond Evershed, 
the present Master of the Rolls, who was unable to be present, 
but other Eversheds from distant counties honoured this out- 
standing birthday occasion, and one of these was an eminent 
astronomer well in his nineties. Upward of ninety Ever- 
sheds are buried in the graveyard which surrounds the Chapel 
In the afternoon a talk upon the history of the Church was 
Mr. Dendy Evershed of Godalming and his father, 
Evershed of Billingshurst, who also recited a poem, 
which he had heard rendered by a former minister in the 
Chapel Library over 70 years earlier. 


Members of several denominations took part in the 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
at = tea = was given by = congregation. 
| vide an education as liberal and satisfactory as possible met These meluded the Vicar of Billingshurst, the Congrega- 
| with virulent opposition, particularly in the pages of “ The tionalist Minister and the American Principal of a Methodist 
ne Missionary School, who brought with him ten children of 
i missionaries en route to America for a College Education 
ong 4 and the Rev. Randall Jones. 
| hr i . 
significant advances in the College's history were made in the the with which the 
Jubi'ee Year of 1904. The College became a constituent the Church for entering upon its third hundred year. The 
" member of the created Uni Faculty of Theol Women’s League cleaned and polished the church and library 
i with all the ote: gene and care with which a house-proud 
woman prepares her house. A new carpet. was bought for the 
| : opposition now rose to heights hitherto uncqualled, but so, gallery stairs. A board containing the names of the thirty- 
| too, did the support, and Summerville was purchased and two ministers from the church foundation was prepared and 
if | adapted and opened with rejoicings. Controversy now died fixed in the Church. Flowers were set upon the grave of the 
ae down and ~ the land had rest forty years. first minister and a large cake, anonymously given, was cut 
i - * at tea-time by two members of the Evershed family, who 
| graciously arranged that their birthday should coincide with 
| After rapidly but skilfully the official birthday of the Church. The thanks of the visitors 
second fifty years, Dr. Rowe was voiced by Miss Freda Tayler of London, who had showed 
a been possible for you to come the same pleasing condescension in ensuring that she too 
cloudless should be born upon the right day. 
~ a mature, conviction. The Celebrations over the week-end, July 17th-18th, had an 
= is compelied to close down, or even unforgettable quality about them. The visit of Mr. John Row- 
i tion im the functions as a land and the Rev. G. Randall Jones will be long remembered 
{Ser mimstry of the Unitarian and and in addition to these one happy touch which was present 
Thi b> the day in which those in each of the Sunday Services—the reading of a Lesson in 
Hit mortal blow that has ever been the morning by William Evershed, aged twelve, descendant 
ik of William Evershed, the first minister, and in the evening 
AN OLD SUSSEX MEETING PLACE 
fia By J. Marta Hall 
4 : 
ae. “THE intimate and friendly atmosphere as well as the long THE HIBBERT JOURNAL 
compaction The bate Dr. W. R. lags 
The Free Christen Cheech, as, in an coperial The Hibbert Jourual. The corscat Joly comtnie: be 
oy sense, a family church. The Bicentenary of the foundation of last article, together with an interesting review by the Editor. 
this modest Sussex Meeting House recently took place. On 
; Saturday, July 17, the London District Provincial Assembly is entitled Inferior Races, well what the Editor 
= held its Summer Meetings here in connection with the cele- | describes as the epigrammatic and staccato manner of his |aic 
| brations. Ten Seliewed in Chusch Hell style. The last sentence reads “ Christianity would save 
Sunday. July 18, brought many fricads and visitors to the it were not for the Christians.” It also exemplifies his 
to the adjoining Library, all were to join im the hearten- obvious that, to the end, he remained an aristocrat—in 
in ie: a and an Exhit When Dr. Jacks retired from the ip of | 
1500, of the Rev. Evershe foun by Jocks bing well maintained Po 
the Chapel, and c it the Rev. fessor Ar effectively disposes of the unwarr2nted 
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This is something which is arguable; here in 


NEWS REVIEW 
NEWS FROM THE NORTH-WEST 


(By Our North-Western Correspondent) 
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Hi sometimes found the verse ily a 
he T that the Edit : sly A Fraternal of ministers and laymen has been founded in : 
and thes ne 
Oxford. 
EEE would commen of 
our Unit 
‘2a 4 
; | 
| 
Bame 
Yours, 
Sunday School 
| the old chapel 
= 4, Mr. Percy Hi 
well apacities during 
Be den of the 
for 246 years. 
| of Prayer has be 
Wolilea, Rev. W. H. Webb, regan 
Mater: and Mrs. MR Decken, of Crewherar the area is much regretted. 
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